
December 20 – Irene A. Neitz – Believing – Seeing, Hearing, and Knowing 
 
Read Luke 2: 1-20  
(The Message)   “About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. This was 
the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be 
accounted for. So, Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the 
census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant.  
 
While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in 
a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in the hostel.  
 
There were sheepherders camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly 
God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide:  A Savior has just been 
born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for:  a baby wrapped in a 
blanket and lying in a manger.  At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: Glory to 
God in the heavenly heights. Peace to all men and women on earth who please him. As the angel choir withdrew into 
heaven, the sheepherders talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what 
God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing 
was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this child. All who heard the 
sheepherders were impressed.” 
  
These verses of Luke tell us of the story of Jesus’s birth. The sheepherders saw the angels, heard what the angels 
had to say, talked it over, but they did not truly believe until they saw the baby just as the angels had revealed. They 
as many of us had to see and experience for themselves before truly believing. Once they saw with their own eyes, 
then they believed and shared the story the angels had shared with them. I am so often reminded that some of us 
can believe by knowing in our hearts while others can hear what we believe, but cannot believe until they see the 
actual results for themselves. At our December UMW Unit meeting, we put up a minimal number of tables and chairs 
and we had a good selection of food, but smaller amounts than we usually have and several people doubted that we 
had adequate seating and/or food. I tried to reassure them that we would be all set, but they could not believe, as I 
did, that everything would work out ok. However, as I believed, we had the right amount of seating and more than 
enough food for all at the meeting plus enough to feed the pastor and the helper who was mowing the lawn. Only 
after our message which included the parable of the fish and loaves, could they understand why I had the faith that I 
did that the Lord would take care of everything. 
 
Father, I am so blessed that you have provided me with the belief that you will look out for us and provide for us just 
as you did those many years ago. Please let me continue to have and share my faith of believing before I see the 
results with others who need to see before they can believe. 
 
Yielding: I will try to do the things that I feel in my heart you are calling and leading me to do by sharing your love and 
blessing with everyone that I meet not only at Christmas, but throughout the year as situations arise that require 
absolute faith to help provide peace of mind where it is needed.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/msg/psalms/33-15.html

